Learning Volunteer

Our Learning Volunteers support the Learning Officer with the delivery of our education programme
at Ely Museum. They assist before, during and after our workshops with the setting up and running
of the sessions. With a passion for working with young people to engage them in the history of our
local area, our Learning Volunteers are essential to the running of our education offer.

This is an excellent volunteer opportunity for someone who enjoys working with children or if you
have just retired from an education role. The time commitment is flexible, training for workshops
will be provided and our education team are welcoming and friendly. We deliver a wide range of
local history school workshops including Romans, Prehistory and World War Il. Delivery includes
opportunities to handle real and replica historical items as well as the chance to role-play and dress
up, if you'd like!

What will you be doing?

Engaging with children to participate in our historical small group sessions and demonstrating the
safe handling of real and replica objects as well as asking questions to keep discussions flowing
between pupils.

Assisting with the supervision of groups of children engaged in an activity.
Meeting and greeting groups and offering support to navigate the museum.

For interested volunteers, the possibility of acting in character and dressing up for costumed re-
enactments to bring history to life.

A willingness to help set up for and clear up after the school visits.

We would like volunteers who have an interest in and are happy to talk about archaeology,
especially, but not limited to, Prehistory, Romans and Anglo-Saxons.

Some volunteers may have the opportunity to attend outreach sessions taking place in schools.

What opportunities will you gain?

Join a fun and enthusiastic team to share our interest in local heritage.
Meet new people within the local community.

Develop your skills and experience within a heritage organisation.

Gain experience and confidence working with children and young people.

Recognised experience for your CV if you are interested in improving your knowledge in education
or museum work.

Free entry to Ely Museum and 10% off in the museum shop.



What will the museum expect of me?

To be friendly, approachable and speak with confidence to children.
To be a great team player.

To be polite, punctual and reliable.

To be willing to learn the information needed for the school sessions.

To have a keen interest in local history and working with children and young people.

What can | expect from the museum?

All volunteers receive a general induction to the museum, its policies and procedures, and an
introduction to the staff and their roles. You will receive specific training on the school sessions you
volunteer to help deliver.

Learning Volunteers are responsible to the Learning Officer. Volunteers will be supported while they
learn to be confident in their roles.

What is the time commitment?

This volunteer role is during the Cambridgeshire school terms, usually Monday, Tuesdays or
Thursdays, but with no set day commitment needed as the sessions change. It is a flexible role,
without regular hours, depending on the school sessions taking place. A school visit may be a 2 or 5
hour session usually between 9.30am-2.30pm with additional setting up and tidying up time.

Where will this role be based?
The majority of our school sessions are held in Ely Museum, The Old Gaol on Market St in Ely.

Some of our sessions are delivered as outreach, reasonable travel expenses will be reimbursed, if
required.

About Ely Museum

Ely Museum is an award-winning independent local history museum based at Ely in East
Cambridgeshire. It tells the story of the lives of the people who have lived in this area and the
landscape in which they live. With displays covering topics from fossils and prehistory, to farming
and the world wars, the bright and colourful galleries are family-friendly and welcoming.

How to apply

If you are interested in this role please fill in our Volunteer Expression of Interest Form which is
available on our website Volunteering - Ely Museum. If you have any questions, please email our
Learning Officer at learning@elymuseum.org.uk or phone on 01353 666655.



https://www.elymuseum.org.uk/volunteering/

