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Drums have been used by the military for over a thousand 
years.  Before the times of radios or electronic 
communication, they were an essential tool needed for 
passing messages to soldiers on loud battlefields.  They were 
also used to keep time when marching, had ceremonial uses 
and were used to play music on too. 
 
These drums, ‘The Singapore Drums’  are over 100 years old 
and belonged to the Cambridgeshire Regiment.  Many local 
men from Ely belonged to this Regiment. These drums were 
ceremonial and used by the band and not on the battlefield. 
 
1900 men from the Cambridgeshire Regiment arrived in Singapore in January 1942 
during a fierce battle with Japanese soldiers. By mid February 1942, the Japanese 
army had won this difficult battle and the Cambridgeshire Regiment soldiers were 
taken as prisoners of war. They spent many years, and endured terrible conditions in 
Far East Prisoner of War Camps before finally being released at the end of the War in 

1945.  784 officers and men had died 
fighting or whilst prisoners.  

The drums, which had been hidden to 
keep them safe were paraded silently 
through Cambridge to mark the 
regiment's losses in 1946. 
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Send a secret message! 
The military would use their drums to send secret messages and 
instructions to the soldiers on the front line.  Using things 
around your house, have a go at making your own drum to send a 
secret message! 

 

Try using a balloon or cling film around a pot or tin, using containers you have at 
home, the bottom of a bucket or Tupperware container or even using pencils or your 
fingers on the table all make excellent drums! 
 

You can make lots of different sounds by hitting different parts of your 
drum.  Trying hitting the middle, the rim & the sides of your drum to 
make different sounds.  Sound is caused by a movement or vibration 
created by force. Some vibrations cause air to move, to create 
sound waves that we can hear. The force that causes the vibration is the blow on 
the drum with a stick or with your hands. The harder we strike, the louder the sound 
is.  You can also make quiet sounds by hitting it gently. 
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You can also make different rhythms and pulses on your drum by 
making long or short strikes and in different patterns.  Pulse is 
a steady beat like a ticking clock, this could be used to help keep 
soldiers marching in time.  Rhythm is the pattern of long and short 
sounds as you move through the song.  Different rhythms can be used 
to send messages. 

 

Use your drums to: 
 Make a steady beat to practice marching like a soldier - remember to practice 

marching quickly & slowly too! 

 Come up with 3 different rhythms and decide what each one means.  Share these 
with someone at home & ask them to join in as you send secret messages to each 
other using your drums! 

 Soldiers also used their drums for music.  Can you come up with a song on your 
drum or play along to your favourite song? 


