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RAF Airfields in Ely 
There were 443 airfields and airbases across the United Kingdom during World War II.  

The two closest to Ely were RAF Mepal & RAF Witchford 

RAF Witchford 
The airfield was built in 1942 and opened in July 1943.  

The first unit to occupy RAF Witchford was 196 
Squadron, using 4 engined Short Stirling bombers. 4 

months later, 115 Squadron replaced them and stayed 
until September 1945 flying Avro Lancasters . The 

airfield was closed in early 1946. Over 200 missions 
were conducted by 196 and 115 Squadrons, both 
originally from Yorkshire, during their stay at 

Witchford. A total of 99 aircraft were lost. The worst 
period was undoubtedly the first eight months of 

1944 – in which 92 operations were conducted and 
63 aircraft were lost. RAF Mepal 
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RAF Witchford during WW2 
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Construction of the airfield started in July 1942. 
Three villages, Mepal, Witcham & Sutton, formed a 

tight triangular boundary, making it difficult to 
build. The airfield opened in June 1943 and was 

constructed to the same pattern as RAF Witchford.  
Mepal became home to 75 Squadron and its Short 

Stirling aircraft 75 and later, Lancasters. Unusually, 
this squadron was the only one to occupy the site 
and it remained there for the whole of the rest of 

the war. 75 Squadron personnel were largely from 
New Zealand.  
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Write a postcard home 
Most of the people serving at RAF Witchford & Mepal were not from this area. They 
included people from all across this country and many from far overseas, including 

from New Zealand, Canada, Australia and America. 

 
Imagine you are an RAF pilot who has been stationed near Ely. Write a postcard home 

to tell your family where you are living now & all about your new job.  Is it scary or 
exciting? Remember to tell them about the things you see from your aeroplane too!  


