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Many animals in the Fens live on the land. The unique landscape attracts a
variety of different animals & provides the food and shelter they need.

Badger
Badgers are nocturnal animals. This means they are active at night and sleep during
the day. Badgers have strong limbs and sharp claws that help them dig burrows and
find food underground. They make their homes by digging tunnels and caves and use
grass and leaves for bedding. Badgers live underground in a 'sett' & they give birth to
cubs. During World War Two, when food was scare, people in Britain sometimes ate
badger! Their coarse hair was also traditionally used in shaving brushes.

Fox
Foxes are also nocturnal animals, they live in both cities and in the countryside. As a
distant relative of the wolf, foxes are members of the dog family. Foxes eat almost
anything, including berries, worms, spiders & small animals such as mice and birds.
They have amazing hearing and can hear a watch ticking 40m away, they also use 28
different types of calls to communicate with each other. Foxes live underground in
'earths' or 'dens' and give birth to cubs. A fox can run at 30mph too!

Hedgehog
Hedgehogs are nocturnal animals & they are called 'hedgehogs' because they build
their nests hedges, bushes and shrubs. They used to be known as 'urchins' though
which led to the naming of sea urchins which have similar spikes! They have a really
long snout to help them hunt insects, worms, caterpillars and berries. They hunt using
hearing & smell because their eyesight is poor. They are covered in thousands of
spikes called quills & will roll into a ball to protect themselves if threatened!
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Many animals in the Fens live on the land. The unique landscape attracts a
variety of different animals & provides the food and shelter they need.

Hare
Hares are similar to rabbits, but are slightly larger and have longer ears & legs too.
They usually live by themselves or in pairs and during their mating season in March,
you might see females, known as does, 'boxing' away advances from males, known
as bucks. Young hares are called leverets & hares live in habitats called 'forms'. They
like open country, grassland and farmland & mostly eat grasses & herbs. The brown
hare is Britain's fastest land mammal & can run at speeds of 45mph!

Squirrel
There are two species of squirrel in the UK; red & grey squirrels. It is estimated that
there are 140,000 red squirrels and 2.5 million grey squirrels. Red squirrels are our
native species and have lived in the UK for around 10,000 years, Grey squirrels were
introduced to the UK from North America by the Victorians in the 1800s.
Most squirrels are small and have big eyes and bushy tails. Squirrels eat mostly nuts,
fruits and seeds & many store food and nuts by burying them in the ground!

Black Shuck
Feared in the fens, Black Shuck is a ghostly black dog which is said to roam the
coastline and countryside of East Anglia. Some reports say he was over 7ft tall with red
eyes the size of saucers! Shuck features heavily in local folklore, including in Littleport
where he is said to have haunted the village & the first known written text describing a
Black Shuck in England goes back to 1127 in the Cambridgeshire city of Peterborough.
To see Black Shuck was believed to be either a protective spirit or an omen of death!
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Large open skies in the fens are home to many different types of flying creatures

Whooper Swan
In the autumn, whooper swans can be seen across the fens, particularly at Welney.
The birds, who will spend their winter on the Ouse Washes have made the 1,200 mile
migration from Iceland across the North Atlantic Ocean, Scotland and Northern
England. In the day, they feed on fields, eating crops like leftover potatoes and grain,
before heading to roost on open water at night. In the spring, whooper swans will
return to Iceland, flying non-stop at very high altitude.

Owl
There are around 200 different owl species & we can see many of them in the fens.
Owls are nocturnal, flying at night to hunt insects, small mammals and other birds
using their powerful talons to catch and kill prey. Owls have very sensitive vision &
hearing to help them hunt too. Some owls have lop-sided ears to help them to
pinpoint exactly where tiny sounds are coming from & they can turn their heads as
much as 270 degrees! Did you know a group of owls is called a 'parliament'?

Grey Heron
Grey herons are tall, with long legs, a long beak and a wingspan of up to 6ft! They
eat lots of fish, but also small birds such as ducklings, small mammals like voles and
amphibians. Herons are sociable birds when nesting & most heronries are in trees,
usually at least 25m above the ground. Roast herons were popular at medieval
banquets & the fat of a heron killed at full moon was once believed to be a cure for
rheumatism!
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The fens are home to a variety of rivers, dykes & waterways

Eels
Once plentiful in fenland waters, eels are now endangered. Eels can live in both salt
water and fresh water and whilst they look like snakes, they are fish. Their backbone
is made up of over 100 vertebrae which makes it very flexible. Eels are carnivorous &
have very sharp teeth. They eat a variety of animals such as worms, snails, small fish,
shrimp, mussels, and frogs. They travel up to 4,000 miles to breed, a journey which
can take up to 7 months & they do not eat on the journey!

Pike
Pikes are long, slender fish that have lots of sharp teeth & are mostly olive coloured
with creamy coloured splodges. They can grow over a metre in length. Pike are found
in lakes, rivers and canals that have a lot of vegetation. It uses these plants as hiding
places when hunting, bursting out with remarkable speed to catch fish, frogs, small
mammals or ducklings. Young pike are called 'jack' and will eat small fish and
invertebrates. A large female Pike can produce up to 500,000 eggs!

Brown Trout
Brown trout are fierce predators, eating small fish, insect larvae and flying insects like
mayflies & damselflies. The brown trout is widespread and live in fast-flowing, stony
and gravelly fresh water rivers. They are medium to large fish with a golden coloured
body with pale ringed, dark spots. Females lay their eggs on gravelly beds, which
once fertilised, are buried in the gravel. Young trout are called 'fry'.

