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Ely, England 

 Where is Ely on the map? 

Ely in Cambridgeshire is in the east of 

England, about 70 miles north of London. 

How many miles is this Ely from Ely 

Museum?  

0 

What makes this Ely famous?  

Our beautiful Cathedral, eels & Oliver 

Cromwell, a famous resident from 1636-46 

¥ Ely's population was 15,102 in 2001. This means Ely is the third smallest city in England after 

Wells in Somerset and the City of London! 

¥ Ely, sometimes known as the 'Isle of Eels', gets its name from the Anglo Saxon word 'Eilig' or 

the Old Northumbrian 'ēlġē', meaning "district of eels"  

¥ Ely Cathedral, known as the 'Ship of the Fens' was founded in 673 

by Anglo-Saxon saint, Etheldreda. 

¥ Until the fens were drained in the 17th century by Dutch engineer, 

Cornelius Vermuyden, Ely was a damp, marshy place. 

¥  Did you know the children's book 'Tom's Midnight 

Garden' by Philippa Pearce is partly set in Ely? 
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Ely, Wales 

River Ely Ely in the 1960s Ely Library 

Where is Ely on the map? 

Ely is a district of Cardiff & in the county of 

South Glamorgan. Ely is in south Wales. 

How many miles is this Ely from Ely 

Museum?  

200 miles 

What makes this Ely famous?  

Located on the river Ely, archaeologists 

found evidence of a Roman villa here too. 

¥ Ely's population was 14,603 in 2011. Famous residents include 1980s pop singer Shakin' 

Stevens & footballer Ryan Giggs 

¥ In the late 19th century, Ely was largely cut off from the nearby city of Cardiff & was mostly 

farmland used to feed the growing population. In the 1920s, many houses were built for 

families after World War I. 

¥ The first Welsh Grand National was held at the Ely Racecourse in 

1895 & was watched by over 40,000 people. The racecourse closed 

in the 1930s. 

¥ The area was once owned by the Earl of Plymouth, who said 

no alcohol could be sold on his land, so many pubs were built along 

the boundaries of his land!  
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Ely, Australia 
Where is Ely on the map? 

Mount Ely is in Queensland, a state in the 

north east of Australia. 

How many miles is this Ely from Ely 

Museum?  

9640 miles 

What makes this Ely famous?  

Mount Ely, is about 300m high - the same 

height as the Eiffel Tower in 

¥ Near the small mining towns of Colinsville & Scottsville Queensland, European 

settlement of the region began in 1861 with the opening of the lands to cattle farmers.  

¥ Coal was discovered in 1866 but it wasn't until 1912 that large-scale mining operations 

began.  The town was originally known as 'Moongunya', an 

aboriginal word that roughly translates to 'place of coal' 

¥  Mount Ely is on the land of the Gugu Badhun, 

an Aboriginal nation whose land is located in the Upper 

Burdekin region of northern Queensland. 

 

 

 

Ely Library 

Nearby Colinsville QLD 
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Where is Ely on the map? 

There are 8 places called Ely in the United 

States of America.  They are in the states 

of NV, MN, MI, TX, VA, VT, NJ & IA 

How many miles is this Ely from Ely 

Museum?  

Ely Museum to the Nevada Northern 

Railway Museum is 5000 miles. 

If you wanted to road-trip between each 

Ely in the USA it would be 6500 miles! 

¥ Founded as a stagecoach station along the Pony Express and Central Overland Route, 

Ely, Nevada prospered in 1906 when copper was discovered.  Since closed, the  

trans-continental railways which were used by the mines are now preserved as 

a heritage railway by the Nevada Northern Railway.   

¥ Ely in Iowa is a community with a strong Czech identity, the 

town was established in 1872 by Dr John F. Ely & his wife 

Mary. He was an engineer and later, a doctor. 

¥ Ely in Texas was settled in 1882 by Civil War veteran, Levi 

Wells Ely.  The settlement grew up around their farm.  They 

were cotton farmers and were attracted by the fertile soil & 

nearby train tracks. 

 

 

Ely, NV Ely, IA Ely, TX 
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Ely, NJ Ely, MI Ely, VT 

¥ The Ely Township in Michigan is home to just over 2000 people today.  It was 

originally a mining community settled in the 1860s  

¥ A former railroad depot, Ely Vermont is a small village. In 1865, Smith Ely, the owner of a 

nearby mine purchased land and built the depot in 1900. The railway closed in the 1960s 

¥ A small community named after local hotelier William H. J. 

Ely who owned the land, Ely New Jersey is near the large 

amusement park 'Six Flags Great Adventure'.  

¥ Ely Virginia is a small community in the south west of the 

state.  The 'Ely Mound' is a burial mound used by Native 

American societies from the 'Mississippian Culture' in the 16th 

century who are known for their mound building traditions. 

Ely, VA 

 

 
¥ The first Europeans in Ely, Minnesota 

were fur traders.  In 1865 the Lake 

Vermillion gold rush bought pioneers to the 

area but hardly any gold was found.  

Today, walking and canoeing are popular 

& it is considered one of the most scenic 

areas of the state.  It is home to the North 

American Bear Centre, the International 

Wolf Centre and home to an arts & 

heritage centre in the historic Pioneer Mine 

complex.  

Ely, America 

Ely, MN 

19th century Ely, MN 


