
Learn Ancient Greek Numbers  
With Ely Museum 

Α Β Γ Δ  Ε Ϝ  Ζ Η Θ Ι 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Κ  Λ Μ Ν Ξ Ο Π  Ϙ  Ρ  Σ  

20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 200 

Τ  Υ Φ Χ  Ψ Ω ϡ  

300 400 500 600 700 800 900 

The ancient Greeks loved maths, many ancient Greeks’ work on mathematics is still used today. You 

may have heard of some Greek mathematicians like Pythagoras, Euclid or Archimedes. They didn't use 

the numbers we use today. Instead they used letters from their alphabet. Below is a chart showing 

which symbols the Greeks used compared to our numbers. Have a look at the chart and the explana-

tion  

below and see if you can learn to write numbers like an ancient Greek. 

How it Works 

The ancient Greeks used Greek letters to represent the numbers . Look at the chart 

above. You can see that if they wanted to write the number 4 they would  use the  Δ  

symbol.  If they wanted to use the number 24 first they would writer the symbol for 20 

= Κ then the symbol for 4= Δ  meaning in ancient Greek 24= ΚΔ. The same is true for 

higher numbers 324= ΤΚΔ 

Bonus: Using the chart above you could use ancient Greek numbers to write a 

secret code or password. 

Questions 

Are you ready to do maths like an ancient Greek? Have a go at these questions: 

1. How old are you? Can you write it in ancient Greek? 

2. Can you write 534 in ancient Greek? 

3. Can you turn ΨΞΡ back into normal numbers? 

4. Can you solve this sum: Θ + Δ =  (write your answer in ancient Greek) 

5. Can you solve this sum:  Ψ— ΦΜ = (write your answer in ancient Greek) 

  


