
The Trojan War was one of the 
greatest wars in the history 
of ancient Greece. It happened 
between the Trojans and 
the Achaeans. It is mostly 
known through the Iliad, an 
epic ancient Greek poem 

composed by Homer. These 

stories are so old they are older 
than writing and were passed 
down person to person.    

The war may have taken place in the 12th century BCE and lasted for ten 

years! 

The war originated from a quarrel between the Goddesses Hera, Athena, 

and Aphrodite, after Eris, the Goddess of strife and discord, gave them a 

golden apple, sometimes known as the 'Apple of Discord', marked "for the 

fairest" 

Zeus, the sky and thunder god and the King of the Gods 

of Mount Olympus in ancient Greece, is asked to decide 

which of the 3 goddess should receive the golden 

apple, but is wary of judging such a challenging 

competition! Instead, he passes the responsibility to a 

human, Paris, Prince of Troy. Paris must judge between 

Hera, Athena and Aphrodite, the Goddess of love. Paris' 

mind is made up when Aphrodite promises to make 

Helen, Queen of Sparta, fall in love with him. Paris takes 

Helen home with him to Troy. 

When King Menelaus of Sparta, Helen's husband, found out, he was very 

angry and demanded that Troy return Helen to him. 

 

The Trojan War 

The site of ancient Troy has been found, across the Aegean Sea 
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The Trojans, people of Troy, refused so Menelaus asked his brother, King 

Agamemnon, as well as the other Greeks who swore to defend Menelaus 

and Helen, to travel across the Aegean Sea to defeat Troy and get Helen 

back. There were so many warriors, including the famous Achilles, that it took 

1,000 ships to get them there! 

 

For ten long years the Greeks were 

camped outside the gates of Troy 

but they could not breech the walls. 

 

The Greeks eventually won by 

building a big wooden horse, which 

we now call the Trojan Horse. Greek soldiers hid inside the horse, and others 

put the horse on the shore and left in their boats. The Trojans saw the horse 

and thought that the Greeks had given up and left.  

 

They thought the horse was a gift in their honour. They dragged the horse 

into Troy and celebrated their victory. When night fell, the Greeks hiding inside 

the horse opened the city gates and set fire to the houses. The Greeks who 

had left in their boats had just pretended to leave, to trick the Trojans. They 

returned and won the war. The trick was thought up by Odysseus, King of the 

small island of Ithaca.  


